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THE BUZZ                             July 2010  
 

Welcome to ‘The Buzz’ 
 
The Buzz is the County’s newly revamped news letter and is 
replacing the County Digest. There have been many 
discussions over the past twelve months on how we should 
move the County Digest forward with a new bright colourful 
image which represents the modern image of the County. 
 
Why ‘The Buzz’ you may be asking? 
We have taken the inspiration from the County’s Jamboree 
Unit and their new badge. With the Bee being the symbol of 
Manchester and The Buzz that there is within Scouting around 
the County at the moment, with the many activities that are 
taking place as well as our increase membership over the past 
twelve months. There is a Buzz on the street. 
 
Who is writing ‘The Buzz’? 
The simple answer is that you are! If your Group, District or 
Section wish to have anything included in ‘The Buzz’ then 
please write your article and wherever possible include some 
pictures and send them to the Editor. Your article and pictures 
must be in digital format and you must have permission of the 
people in the picture for them to be used in the news letter. 
 
Who is the Editor? 
The Editor is Stephen Morrell. 
Stephen in the past has been 
a Cub, Scout, Venture Scout, 
Queens Scout, Scout leader, 
ADC Scout (Wigan), ACC 
Explorer Scouts and 
Jamboree Unit Leader to the 
21st Word Scout Jamboree in 
2007. Currently Stephen is 
the Deputy District 
Commissioner in Wigan.  If you wish to contact Stephen with 
any comments about The Buzz or you have something that 
you wish to include then please send it to:  

stephen@wiganscouts.org.uk        

Explorer Scout Leader 
(Young Leader) 
Training Weekends 

When: 25/09/2010 to 10/10/2010  

Following the popularity of last year’s events, we are 
pleased to announce further training weekends. Thes e are 
specifically for Explorer Scout Leaders (Young Lead ers), 
or anyone else involved in the delivery of the Youn g 
Leaders' Scheme.  
 
The weekends will cover all aspects of the Young Leaders’ 
Scheme, from delivering the Modules and running a 
successful Young Leaders’ Unit, to supporting Section 
Leaders. 

The training weekends will take place at Baden-Powell House, 
London from Saturday 25 to Sunday 26 of September and 
Novotel Manchester Centre, Manchester from Saturday 9 to 
Sunday 10 October. 

The programme will run from 9.15am on Saturday to 3pm on 
Sunday and will cost £100. This includes accommodation on 
Saturday night and all meals and materials. 

There are a limited number of available places, so to book in 
for this training weekend please go to 
http://www.scouts.org.uk/events/96/explorer-scout-leader-
young-leader-training-weekends download the booking form 
and send to the return address included on the form, including 
a minimum deposit of £20. Full details of the event will be 
provided upon booking. 
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International  
 
Join in Jamboree  
22nd WSJ Sweden 2011 
  
October will be the launch date of the Join in Jamboree 
programme to the wider movement. This will use the 
Jamboree as a focal point to introduce, engage and we hope 
inspire young people with the spirit of international Scouting 
and Guiding and allow them to share a little of the experience 
the GMW Unit members are lucky enough to be a part of. 
  
Following the success of the Join In Centenary in 2007, a 
separate Join in Jamboree pack will be produced for each 
section. These will be sent free of charge to Section Leaders 
as an additional supplement in the October/November edition 
of Scouting Magazine. All resources will have common 
themes and contain a variety of programme ideas tailored to 
the needs of each section. There will also be supporting online 
materials where all 5 sectional packs will be available to 
download.  
 
So put 1st October in your diaries and wait for the arrival of 
Join in Jamboree 2011. 

 

 
 
 

Have you completed your training yet? Are you missing a 
couple of modules or just starting out? Have a look at the 
upcoming Training courses.  
 
Sunday 11 July 2010 1st Response First Aid 
Sunday 12 September 2010 Getting Started 3,5,12 & 14 
Weekend 17th September 2010 GCA 
Sunday 19th September 2010 Modules 17 and 19 
Sunday 19th September 2010 1st Response First Aid 
Sunday 26th September 2010 Safeguarding Seminar (CP) 
Sunday 17th October 2010 1st Response EXTRA for 
Adventurous Activity Authorisation 
Saturday 23rd October 2010 Modules 6,7,8,9,13,15 and 18 
Saturday 30th October 2010 Safeguarding Seminar (CP) 
Sunday 21st November 2010 Safeguarding Seminar (CP) 
Sunday 21st November 2010 1st Response First Aid 
Saturday 27th November 2010 Getting Started 3,5,12 & 14 
Sunday 12th December 2010 1st Response First Aid 
 
For more details and to book please see the 
county website or phone the county office 0161 
790 5634 www.gmwscouts.org.uk   
 

 
INTRODUCING THE UNIT NAME  
If making the Unit Selection was a difficult decision then 
choosing the Unit Name and Unit Badge was always going to 
be an almost impossible feat. So much so that the Unit 
Leaders decided to devote almost the entire first Unit Training 
Weekend to deciding on a name and a badge.  

After a wet Saturday and Sunday in Greater Manchester 
North’s County HQ, followed by a facebook vote, the Unit 
have chosen to call themselves ‘G BEES’ coming in part from 
the unit badge.  

  
 

The Unit Badge is based on the ‘Worker Bee’ a symbol of 
Greater Manchester’s busy textile heritage and which features 
in mosaics all over the city’s Town Hall and in the coat of arms 
of Manchester and Salford. Manchester is a relatively new 
city. Born of the Industrial Revolution, it played a decisive and 
leading role in world textile manufacture which dominated and 
created our young dynamic city.  
 
We’ve created a unit badge for the 40 participants going to the 
jamboree and a supporter’s badge that will be able to be 
purchased for £2.00 and worn by everyone on their uniform 
through to December 2011. To buy your badge you can place 
an order with the unit directly by emailing 
unitleaders2011@gmwscouts.org.uk or by phoning County 
Office on 0161 790 5634.  

It is hoped that everyone in the County will purchase a 
‘supporters’ badge and wear it on their uniform as all the 
proceeds will be supporting the Unit’s mammoth fundraising 
effort. 
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County AGM  
The County AGM will take place on: 
 
Wednesday 15 September 2010 at 7.30 pm prompt 
Eccles Masonic Hall 
Elm Bank,  
Half Edge Lane 
Manchester 
M30 9BA 
 
 

St. George’s Day at 
Windsor 
Having just been awarded the Silver Acorn I was lucky enough 
to be able to attend the St. George’s day parade at Windsor 
on the 25th April this year. Prince Charles (for the first time 
ever) took the salute with the Chief Scout Bear Grylls in 
attendance. Prince Charles talked to a number of the Queen’s 
Scouts where as Bear as well as talking to the explorers tried 
to shake all their hands. Throughout Prince Charles and Bear 
had a lot to talk about. 

Other awardees who also attended Windsor included Hugh 
Davies (Silver Wolf), Joyce Kendrick (Bar to the Silver Acorn), 
Margaret Davies (Silver Acorn), Bill Beecroft (Silver 
Acorn), Derek Brown (Silver Acorn) and John Hunt (Silver 
Acorn). Issac Turner a Cub Scout from 3rd Ashton attended 
as a recipient of the Cornwell Scout Badge (one of only two 
that were awarded this badge this year). Two of GMW 
Explorers Joe Daley and Jake Smith from Ellesmere were 
actually in the parade. Well done to them. 

Also well done to the 3rd Davyhulme band! They entertained 
before hand and also played during the parade. One comment 
from a non GMW Scouter in the crowd was that they were just 
as good as the official band. 

In the morning a number of us attended Matins along with the 
Bear Grylls and other UK commissioners at St. George’s 
chapel. After the parade the Queen’s Scouts had their St. 
George’s service in the Chapel. 

A very good day was had by all and I can thoroughly 
recommend it to anyone in the fortunate position to get an 
invitation. 

Andy Connellan ACC(S). 

 

 
 

The 2010 GMW Lord Derby competition where teams fought 
for the John Bell trophy was held on the 10th April at the 
Middlewood scout campsite. Like last year I ordered perfect 
sunny weather and the 5 teams enjoyed the 9 bases put by 
leaders of the county. These included a minefield, sheepdog 
trials and making a perfect square all these being blindfolded. 
On top of these they had to catapult an egg, get the team 1 
Meter off the ground, geocach, make fires on water, compete 
in a number challenge and erect a tent within a tent. 43rd 
Salford won the event on 203 points with 2nd Davyhulme and 
2nd Stretford coming joint second with 200 points in the closest 
contest for years. Well done to these teams and to 3rd/1st 
Eccles and 17th Stretford who also took part. Thank you to the 
leaders who put on the bases. Watch out next year's event. 
The teams do not have to be perfect to have fun in the event 
and learn something they didn't know in terms of skills or 
themselves as a team. The winners (the teddy is the mascot 
and not part of the team!) are as follows. 

 

Now for the rest of this years Scout (incorporating a couple of 
Explorer) events we have lined up. 
 

Camping and Backwoods 
Competitions – 25 th to 27 th June – 
Bispham Hall 
 
By the time you’ve read this these Scout and Explore 
competitions would have been decided with already more 
teams entering than last year. Watch this space and the web 
for the results. 
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Omega Survival 
Camp   
10th-12th September  
 

This Survival skills training/competition has now been booked 
for this weekend and is being held at Giants Seat campsite 
(near Kearsley). This is an ideal site for an event such as this 
with plenty of wood land in the campsite. The camp is for 
teams of 3-5 scouts from the county and is part training for the 
first part and then competition for the second. Teams will 
camp the first night and bivvie the second night with 
backwoods cooking on the Saturday. More details will be 
circulated and put onto the county www.gmwscouts.org.uk 
website imminently. If teams want to be entered please 
contact the organiser Tony Sant (ADC Scouts Sale) on 0161 
973 3874 or 16, Oulton Avenue, Sale, Cheshire, M33 2WA. 
Tony does need volunteer leaders to help him run the event 
so please contact him if you can help. 
 

County Hiking Competition – 26 th 
September  
 
Following on from last year we will have a combined Scout 
and Explorer event. The two sections will be competing 
separately in this one day event which is being held in the 
Ashton area of Wigan. Overnight accommodation and 
entertainment is being negotiated in the 1st Ashton HQ. More 
details will follow soon. A number of explorer teams have 
entered. 

Other events  
 
Other events in the planning stage are a PLs event, and a 
Skills or a balanced programme event for Leaders. Watch this 
space. 
 
Help me to support you by asking for advice and putting 
forward of ideas. 
Together we can ensure a thriving Scout Section enjoys a 
balanced programme. 
 
Andy Connellan (or Womble) ACC (Scouts) 
andy.connellan@tinyworld.co.uk 

 

County Web Site 
Keep yourself up to date with what’s going on across the 
County by visiting the County web site: 
www.gmwscouts.org.uk  

 
RSPCA Young  
Photographer 
Awards 
Are there any budding 
young photographers in your District or Group if so why not 
enter the RSPCA Young Photographer Awards. Full details 
can be found at www.rapca.org.uk/ypa Closing date for entries 
is Monday 6th September 2010.  

Scouts why not also work towards the 
photographers Badge at the same 
time. For details of the Photographers 
badge go to www.scoutbase.org.uk  

What does your District 
or Group Badge represent? Is there 
a story behind it?  
If so please let us know so we can pass your story on the rest 
of the County. 

The new Liford District has a 
new District Badge. The design 
encompasses the areas of the 
previous Districts in that the 
Pelican appears on the 
Tyldesley ‘coat of arms’, the 
Sparrow hawk being taken 
from the Atherton ‘coat of 
arms’, the Shuttle taken from the Leigh ‘coat of arms’, ‘Black 
Gold’ representing the Mining Industry that was so prominent 
within this area over the years and finally the ‘Bears Paw’ 
taken from the Crest of Arms of the Lilford Family. 

COTSWOLD DISCOUNT FOR LEADERS 
 
All adult members of GMW Scouts are entitled to a 15% 
discount.   To claim their discounts use/quote promotion code 
T2109.   
·  In Store  – present your valid appointment card, and quote 

code  
·  On line - go to www.cotswoldoutdoor.com. use code in 

basket page 
·  Mail Order -  ring  0844 55 77755 provide code when 

ordering 
 
This discount is valid on full price items, excluding gift 
vouchers and postage. This discount cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Discount is not 
valid in the Leeds North Face Store."� 


